Neo Japan Ladies First Kiss Commercial Tape 1/9/98 Tokyo Korakuen Hall-2hr.  Q=Ex

Neo’s debut show

Triangle Match:  Yuka Shiina vs. Saya Endo vs. Tanny Mouse.  

A)  Shiina vs. Saya.  Very bland match between women who weren’t over.  Very slow paced, short, and had little build.  Saya’s heel tactics didn’t get heat. * 

B) Shiina vs. Tanny.  Even worse than the part because Tanny is bad as they come. Shiina is too old to be having these kind of turds back to back, especially when Tanny actually didn’t ruin the match by using nothing but Tanny butts.  3/4*

Chaparita ASARI vs. Yoshiko Tamura.  Tamura’s ringwork is better and she’s added some nice new spots.  ASARI’s has a new look, but her ringwork remains stagnant.  The new holds by Tamura were nice and made for a good match, but ASARI didn’t put them over enough and they weren’t the finish, so they were relegated pedestrian way too soon.  Good work, but the match lacked direction or focus. **1/2

Kyoko Inoue vs. Misae Genki.  Surprisingly good match, that turned out to be the best on the first two Neo shows.  Genki got a lot better.  Her offense isn’t even arcane anymore.  Mainly Genki pushing Kyoko to get credibility.  Traditional style bout with Kyoko making sure they both worked to get their holds off.  Instead of doing transitions thought countering a spot, Kyoko often brought it to a stalemate and then whoever got the hold off took the advantage.  Smart match because it increased Genki’s credibility without being tolling on Kyoko, who still had two more matches to work.  Genki pushed Kyoko enough that you would want to see a rematch, and there is still plenty of room for her to gain with a loss.  ***1/4

Las Cachorras Orientales (Shimoda & Mita) vs. Kyoko & Tanny.  Basically ruined by Tanny’s bad work, bad selling, stupid antics, and non-existent move set.  Kyoko also didn’t work as well with Cachorras as she used to.  **1/4

Las Cachorras Orientales (Shimoda & Mita & Saya) vs. Kyoko & ASARI & Tamura.  AJW style ring work match. ***

Neo Japan Ladies Seven Chocolates Commercial Tape 2/15/98 Tokyo Komazawa Olympic Park Gym-2hr.  Q=Ex

Saya vs. The Goddess Shiratori.  Mainly a backdrop for the Lioness, Shark, and co. run in that set up the main event of the 3/8 Jd’ show.  Saya looked good carrying the match, but The Goddess seemed to be working at ½ speed and her execution was subpar. *1/2

Neo Ladies vs. JWP Singles 3 x 3: Shiina vs. Kuzumi.  Pretty good match, but not close to the level of what Kuzumi does in JWP because Shiina isn’t very good.  Kuzumi had to tone her style down to Shiina’s level, but she was as solid as ever.  Kuzumi attacks Shiina’s bad knee on two occassions, and both times Shiina makes a terrible comeback doing her spots like she is in perfect condition. **1/2

Neo Ladies vs. JWP Singles 3 x 3: Tanny vs. Motoya.  Motoya is hampered considerably by a bad back, and Tanny is just plain awful.  Tanny just does a bunch fo Tanny butts then pins Motoya with a hideosly executed double arm suplex.  DUD

Neo Ladies vs. JWP Singles 3 x 3: Genki vs. Miyaguchi.    This was a good solid match, and the only one on this tape that was better than it should have been.  Miyaguchi had a strong performance carrying Genki, but Genki deserves credit for finally becoming carryable. Neo takes the series 2-1.  ***

ASARI vs. Jaguar.  Good match, but it was just an exhibition of spots with no real substance to them.  The work was good, but the match really lacked heat.  ASARI didn’t gain anything because she didn’t really push Jaguar.  Disappointing match, with bad AJW-esque booking. ***

Handicap Elimination Match:  Las Cachorras Orientales (Shimoda & Mita) vs. ASARI & Shiina & Genki & Tanny.  This match was absolutely pointless.  This was the perfect opportunity to elevate a youngster by having Shimoda or Mita lay down for one of them.  Instead, Cachorras win 4-0 and relegate the opposition to unconsequential jobbers. At least the work was good and Cachorras did a very good job of carrying the oppositon.  *1/2

Kyoko Inoue vs. Hikari Fukuoka (JWP). Solid match, but not that spectacular, especially for a Hikari match.  The heat, drama, and selling were the best on the show, but nothing tremendous.  Kyoko held the match down. ***

Neo Ladies Las Cachorras Orientales Do Scramble Commercial Tape 2/25/98 Tokyo Korakuen Hall-2hr.  Q=Near Perfect 1st Gen
Tanny Mouse vs. Chihiro Nakano.  I was all set to hate this match, but it wasn’t that bad.  Tanny wrestles serious, not doing a zillion Tannybutts or her bad comedy.  Nakano looks pretty good here.  She should have stayed in GAEA. *1/2

Yuka Shiina vs. Kyoko Ichiki.  This match wasn’t that long, but, even though they did some cool things, it dragged.  These two don’t really understand how to wrestle or have enough spots to do a spot oriented match.  1/4

Cooga vs. Chaparita ASARI.  First 10 minutes were dull, but final four were good with all the high spots.  The fact that these two have nothing to bridge to the high spots was really evident here. *3/4

Bloody & Ryuna vs. Saya Endo & The Goddess Chikako Shiratori.  Saya & Bloody worked well together.  Shiratori was alright, but Fang added nothing.  This was predominantly a brawl, with even Shiratori swinging a chair.  Unfortunately The Goddess juiced. **1/4

Mima Shimoda & Etsuko Mita vs. Kyoko Inoue & Misae Genki.  Very good work and the typical Cachorras brawling.  Pretty much just a spot match.  Tons of action and near falls, but it would have been nice if they could have developed a storyline given they were out there almost a half an hour. ***3/4 

Miko comments

B 1077 Neo Ladies Comm 2/25/98

1. Tanny Mouse v. Chihiro Nakano

Time of Match:  11:26

Rating: ** 1/4

I was all ready to dislike this match, but was surprised to find I was

getting into it. Tanny actually uses more than just Tanny Butts and even

sold moves without comedy.  Nakano is more of a kicker and worked the

leglocks more.  

2. Yuka Shiina v. Kyoko Ichiki

Time of the match:  12:46

Rating: ** 1/2

I enjoyed this match also, though there were a couple of missed spots.

Ichiki shows good agility.

3. Cooga v. Chaparita Asari

Time of Match:  13:49

Rating: *

I was not all that impressed by this match and for the most part it was Cooga dragging it down.

4. Bloody & Ryuna v. Chikaku Shiratori & Saya Endo

Time of match: 20:10

Rating: *

Bloody and Ryuna need to watch some LCO tapes and learn from them.

5. Shimoda & Mita v. Kyoko & Genki 

Time of match:  28:26

Rating: *** 1/2

I enjoyed this match, the contrast with the previous match was tremendous.

Genki can't carry a Tanny Mouse but if she's in there with strong workers

she can put up a good match.  

Neo Ladies Neo Ladies 1998 SPRING TOUR Commercial Tape 4/22/98 Tokyo Korakuen Hall, 4/23 Osaka Furitsu Taiikukan #2, & 4/24 Nagoya Shi Taiikukan-1hr 45min.   Q=VG
4/24 Nagoya

Yuka Shiina vs. Chiharu (SPWF).  Even worse than a rookie style match.  Short and bad.  1/2*

Neo & JWP Special Tag Match:  Yoshiko Tamura & Rieko Amano (JWP) vs.  Tanny Mouse & Kanako Motoya (JWP).  Match had a lot of action, but it had no substance as nothing went anywhere.  Disappointing because everyone but Tanny has the talent, but no one stepped up. *1/2 

Road to Neo vs.  Las Cachorras 4/22 Korakuen Hall

2/3 Falls: Shimoda & Mita vs.  Kyoko & Misae Genki.  Highlights

4/23 Osaka

Shimoda & Mita vs.  The Bloody & Fang Suzuki (Jd’ team)

Shimoda & Mita & Saya Endo vs.  Kyoko & Genki & Shiina.  Highlights

Neo Ladies vs.  Las Cachorras Singles 3 vs.  3

Chaparita ASARI vs.  Saya Endo.  Mediocre match that was basically spots back and forth with no build or psychology.  Spots looked good, but basic stuff wasn’t done all that well. *1/2

Mita vs.  Genki.  There were about 30 people in the building, so they didn’t do all that much.  The execution was good, but the match had a slow even pace and was rather dull. *3/4

Kyoko vs.  Shimoda.  Maybe under better circumstances, Shimoda could carry Kyoko to a very good or better match, but a matchup of this calibre doesn’t come off well when no one shows up to see it.  1st half was pretty useless with a bunch of rest holds.  2nd half was quite good with all the big spots.  Match was good, but it was lacking a lot of things. **3/4

Neo Ladies Be Happy 1st Commercial Tape 5/6/98 Tokyo Korakuen Hall-1hr 55min.  Q=Near Perfect 1st Gen
Mima Shimoda vs. Chaparita Asari.  ASARI bled profusely.  Shimoda completely dominated her to the point the match became boring because it was so one-sided.  Some cool spots including ASARI doing a moonsault attack off the stage.  Disappointing match because ASARI didn’t push at all and the work wasn’t even all that great. **1/4

Misae Genki vs. Tanny Mouse.  This was suprisingly intense and stiff early on, but they couldn’t maintain it.  Genki looked pretty good, but she’s obviously not close to the level where she can carry a stiff like Tanny. *1/4

Etsuko Mita vs. Yuka Shiina.  Mita gave Shiina the opportunity to show her stuff, but once again it came down to the fact that Shiina just isn’t that good. *1/2

Saya Endo vs. Yoshiko Tamura.  These two have had pretty good matches in the past, but that doesn’t mean you have them go 26 ½ minutes.  Geez.  Neither have close to the move sets to do a match this long, so they did a ton of uneventful matwork to kill time.  Eventually turned into a good match with some good near falls down the stretch, but it was too little too late. *1/2

TWF World Singles Title:  Kyoko Inoue vs. Lioness Asuka.  Great match!  Even better than their 4/26 match.  The best women’s match thusfar in 1998. ****1/2

Miko comments

B 1101  Neo Ladies Comm 5/6/98

1.  Mima Shimoda v. Chaparita Asari

Time of Match:  16:32

Rating:  ** 1/2

Almost total heel domination by Shimoda for the first 10 minutes.  Asari

was thrown out of the ring and had chairs piled on her in the first minute

and gushed blood, so badly at times in the match it looked like her face

was painted Muta style from the blood.

2.  Misae Genki v. Tanny Mouse

Time Of Match: 7:42

Rating: *

Tanny gets 3 streamers.;^)  Not a particularly good match.  Tanny spends

most of the match using her Tanny Butts.  Genki is not up to carrying her.  

3.  Etsuko Mita v. Yuka Shiina

Time of Match 7:24

Rating: * 1/2

4.  Saya Endo v. Yoshiko Tamura

Rating: ***

This match didn't draw me in right away, though they got off to a fast

start.  I guess I'm just not really a Saya fan, but as the match went on I

got more into it.  I'm probably overrating it a little, but I ended up

enjoying the match.

5.  Kyoko Inoue v. Lioness Asuka TWF Title

Rating:  ****

The best match of the card, easily.  It's interesting to see how good

Lioness still is.


Battle Station Neo Ladies 10/29/98 Neo Storm taped 10/20 Tokyo Korakuen Hall

Yuka Nakamura vs. Saya Endo.  This wasn’t much of a match, as Nakamura is just too green.  She had nothing on her offense.  The match was real basic, with Saya unfortunately working down to the level of the opposition.  Even though Saya is pretty experienced, this was worse than most matches with two rookies because it wasn’t even solid.  Saya pinned Nakamura with her guillotine leg drop.  6:49.  1/2*

Miko:  Saya would fit in well with LLPW, as she did slower paced brawling and low

level high spots.  Saya seemed happy to be in with someone lower on the ladder than she is, celebrating by no selling the rookie a fair amount of the time.  Saya's offense wasn't especially daring, but it worked. 
Yoshiko Tamura & Tanny Mouse vs. Shark Tsuchiya & Crusher Maedomari.  Poor Tamura. This was as awful as you’d expect a match with Shark, Crusher, and Tanny to be.  Of course, we were stuck seeing the typical Shark domination.  Crusher did eventually sell for Tamura, but still it was a one-sided boring match.  Shark & Crusher did some poor basic wrestling and crummy brawling en route to winning this pointless squash when Shark stuff powerbombed the only decent wrestler in the match, Tamura.  13:54.  1/4*

Miko: This was as bad as you’d expect.  Tamura & Tanny were actually in control the first couple of minutes, and Shark more or less sold the Tannybutts.  For the most part this is exactly what you would expect though, with Shark and Crusher pummeling the kids.  They toyed with them before finishing them off.

KANAKO OCTOBER ROAD TWO: Etsuko Mita vs. Kanako Motoya (JWP).  Just when you thought it was going to be another lousy Neo show, these two turned things around with a match that was better than you’d expect.  Even though Kana was working in Neo and Mita had “nothing to gain,” Mita still did her job. She put Motoya over and *gasp* even made it look like she had the match won on occasion.  The match got off to a slow start, but this portion still had good solid wrestling.  Mita was getting the best of it, but she gave Motoya enough to keep it interesting and competitive.  Really, when it came to style and build, it looked like any number of singles matches Mita had against a star in AJW.    

Motoya was really fired up, and was actually the one who started brawling.  She got most of her offense in after 12:30, so it seemed like she did better overall than she really did.  Despite the quality of the work and the fact that Motoya “had a chance,” the match had as much heat as the Mankind vs. Rock match that aired on Halftime Heat.  

Mita did her nadare shiki no piggy back drop for a near fall at 15:15 then tried for her Death Valley bomb, but Motoya escaped.  Mita then tried a powerbomb, but Kanako turned it into the 2 kaiten ebigatame (Toyota roll) for a near fall.(1020nl02)  Motoya also got near falls with her La Magistral and a sunset flip powerbomb.  Mita came back and broke the LCO chair over Motoya’s head(1020nl03) then delivered her new Death Valley wrap, which is the same as the Death Valley bomb except she locks the opponents hands with her left arm before scooping them up, for the win.(1020nl08)  19:09. ***1/4

Miko:  I was really unimpressed by this match.  For the first 15:00, Mita didn't seem into the match at all.  Maybe she was sick or something because she showed no energy or spirit.  Kanako tried, but there was only so much she could do.  The last five minutes were better, as Mita finally came alive and

started working a little.  It should have been a lot better than it was though.

Mima Shimoda & Misae Genki vs. Chaparita ASARI & Yuka Shiina.  An AJW style ring work match.  ASARI was better here than she’s been in her other matches this year, as this was her style.  Shimoda was, of course, the glue that held this match together.  Genki & Shiina were serviceable.  The match had a lot of nice spots, with everyone doing dives, highlighted by Shimoda doing a Hokuto style tope con hilo.  The final minutes were the best, with Genki and Chaparita trying to finish each other off.  Genki finally won with her G-driver, which is a cross between a Northern Lights bomb and a tombstone piledriver.(1020nl11) 22:03 (15:38 aired). **3/4  

Miko:  This almost resembled a veterans vs. kids match, which shows how far Genki has come along in the booking.  Shimoda was the opposite of her partner Mita tonight, active right from the start.  Shimoda's wasn’t all that heelish without her partner though, which was unfortunate because I was hoping Genki was learning to be bad by teaming with Shimoda. 

Kyoko Inoue Debut 10th Anniversary Special Single Match: Aja Kong (Free) vs.  Kyoko Inoue.  Maybe I’ve been too hard on Kyoko?  I’ve criticized her more this year than other top notch veterans who have really tailed off like Kansai and Toyota even though she’s had great matches and they haven’t.  The problem with Kyoko is that she still tries really hard in the ring, but unless she changes her style or loses enough weight that she can do the things she’s always done again, it’s almost all for naught.  Even though this was an excellent match, it was only excellent because like Lioness, Kong really knows what’s she’s doing.  There was clearly a stark contrast between the Kyoko we saw in this match, doing everything right when it came to selling and comebacks than the Kobashi-esque version we’ve seen all to often this year.   Then again, we see the same stark difference in Kobashi when Misawa & Kawada are carrying him in a singles match.  Speaking of AJ, one of the things that was an improvement over most of Kyoko’s matches was the level of stiffness.  Of course, it’s not like Aja vs. Kyoko matches from AJW weren’t stiff, but that Kyoko does work stiff unless she’s in with someone like Aja who encourages her to.  

These two have always worked well together, and both women were really fired up, which helped make up for the fact they aren’t what they were a few years ago.  For the most part, it was bombs back and forth for 20 minutes.  The execution was near perfect.  Aja gave a top notch performance.  You can’t complain about Kyoko because the things that have annoyed us, failing to stay within herself, lack of stamina, and getting goofy, didn’t occur here.  

You could tell this was going to rock right off the bat, as Aja went over to Kyoko with this devilish look on her face and offered flowers to celebrate the 10th anniversary of Kyoko’s debut, which technically had passed since she debuted on 10/10/88.  However, when Kyoko went to take them, Aja hit her over the head with them(1020nl13) and tried a suicida, but Kyoko ran out of the way since it was way too soon.  Of course, the flower spot didn’t actually do any damage, but it showed that they wanted to do something different and that Aja still remembered how to raise hell.  From here they built to the big spots little by little, combining low level high spots with stiffness and some wear down holds.    

Aja tried her diving body press, but Kyoko cut her off on the second.  However, Aja dumped her over the top the floor, which Kyoko making a face to show she was scared of falling then taking a nice bump onto the ring apron before hitting the floor.  This allowed Aja to hit the suicida they teased earlier.  Aja threw Kyoko into the ring, and went to the spot Kyoko had just thwarted, the diving body press off the second, this time hitting it since Kyoko was hurting.  Really, what separated this match from so many others was the way they incorporated the spots, logically ordering them with strong build through teases and counters.  

The next big spot they built to was Aja’s backdrop driver, with Kyoko really putting over how much she didn’t want to take them before countering the initial attempts and coming back with her lariats.  They were already doing a really strong job of carry over selling at this early point.  Outside the ring, Kyoko avoided a windsprint body attack, causing Aja to crash into the post. Kyoko then decided to try a windsprint of her own, of course using a lariat, but Aja turned it into a deadly backdrop driver on the hard wood floor, and both sold.  As soon as they returned to the ring, Aja delivered two more backdrop drivers, which Kyoko sold like she was dead, for a great near fall.  

Kyoko made her comeback with a released German suplex off the 2nd.  They built toward her Liger bomb because as strong as she is, she still isn’t strong enough to truly be able to Niagara driver Aja.  Of course, Kyoko had to weaken Aja with her lariats before she could deliver the Liger bomb for a near fall.  One thing that made this match more dramatic was that Aja kept kicking out of Kyoko’s near falls at the last second.  This was especially effective because these two are peers and you could make a case as to why both women could/should have gone over here.  

The next focus was Aja’s uraken.  Aja was very persistent here, basically throwing them until Kyoko could no longer block or avoid it.  Still, Kyoko was able to kick out, so both sold.   Kyoko cut Aja off on the second again, but this time she delivered her killer Victory driver (inverted Death Valley bomb, a move some people wrongly think Kobashi invented) for a 2 9/10 count.(1020nl18) Kyoko tried for the Victory driver again, but Aja came back with her suichoku rakka shiki brainbuster for a 2 9/10 count.  Kyoko just kicked out of the uraken, which really disappointed Aja.  They traded big spots with both women looking like they were “just about dead.”  Aja was blocking Kyoko’s lariat, so Kyoko turned it into a combination.  Her right arm lariat was blocked, so she immediately did an enzui lariat with her left arm.  Kyoko did a “Niagara driver” (more like another Liger bomb) for a near fall then pulled Aja up and lariated her for the win.  The fact that Kyoko went down right on top of Aja when she lariated her made it a more convincing finish because she used her weight to add to the impact and she was immediately on top for the cover.  19:35. ****1/4       


Miko: This match really worked for me.  You had two big powerful women taking their best shots at each other.  It was very hard hitting to the point it looked painful at times. Both women kicked out of each other's finishers, including Kyoko's Victory driver, but they sold the wear and tear of the match pretty well.  Kyoko stuck to what she can do now.  She occasionally flashed back with a surprise flying move, but most of the time she matched power with Aja, which is something she's more suited for now.  

