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This was Pancrase’s 5th Anniversary show.  I found it to be disappointing, like most current Pancrase.  It’s good to have a high level of fighters and even matchups.  The ability of these guys has always been underrated because most haven’t participated in high profile shoot shows like UFC or KRS Lack of Pride, but most would win if they did.  It’s bad that the rules limit your ability to create openings on the mat, especially when it comes to striking, and the fighters are too talented and know each other too well to make a stupid mistake and get caught in a submission.  The other thing is that the time limits are too short.  These days, it seems like there’s at least three matches that go the distance on every show.  I have a lot of patience, but 20 minutes of positioning only to wind up with another draw really tries it.  

Manabu Yamada vs.  Katsuomi Inagaki.  Yamada was one of the early stars of Pancrase, but the toll of having one match in this style per month has really caught up to him.  He was able to return from his latest injury, a broken arm, but realistically he’s finished as a serious threat to any of the top guys in this league.  

This was an interesting match.  Yamada is primarily a striker, but he felt Inagaki, who is also a striker and like everyone else has a real reach advantage on Yamada, was the superior striker so his game plan was to avoid striking.  Yamada’s game plan was successful because he was able to tie Inagaki up when they were standing and control him on the mat, but he failed to mount any kind of an offensive.  Unfortunately, Yamada’s strategy, while sound, made for a dull fight.  

Inagaki did better than Yamada on the mat, but the best offensive he could mount was a weak forearm choke.  Thus, it wound up going the distance.  A draw was a fair decision here because no one did anything better than controlling their opponent.  10:00 (4:18 aired) plus 3:00 overtime.  

Jason Delucia (#4) vs.  Satoshi Hasegawa.  I guess this might have been close because the judges scored it as if it was, but Delucia was just too much in what aired here.  They mainly showed a lot of striking.  There weren’t many big blows, but Hasegawa got a big welt under his right eye.  Once again, the match went the distance.  Hasegawa was really disappointed, although not really surprised, that he lost a split decision 30-29, 30-29, 30-30.  10:00 (1:46 aired) and 3:00 overtime (0:47 aired).  

Rankingsen: Evan Tanner vs.  Kiuma Kunioku (#6).  This looked like it was probably a decent match.  Tanner was not as impressive here as he usually is because Kunioku was able to take him the distance (Tanner always wins within 10 minutes).  However, Tanner had too much wrestling ability, size, and power for Kunioku, who is an excellent undersized fighter, to handle.  Tanner got a knockdown with a knee lift and forced Kunioku to take a rope escape from a choke.  Thus, when this match also went the distance, Tanner won on points 2-0.  20:00 (2:11 aired). 

Rankingsen: Yuki Kondo (#2) vs.  Osami Shibuya (#7).  The requisite Pancrase stalemate.   It was mainly on the mat with no near submissions.  Kondo actually tried an enzuigiri in this match.  Other than that, nothing really stood out.  Kondo won a split decision 30-29, 30-29, 29-30.  20:00 (2:11 aired).

Bas Rutten vs.  Kengo Watanabe.  Bas made his triumphant return to Pancrase here.  Poor Watanabe, who was a star college rugby player, got no favors here, drawing the most unstoppable force in the history of the company as his opponent in his debut match.  Since the company has such high hopes for him, I thought he was supposed to fight at least 20 matches before he faced anyone decent.  Oops, this isn’t Don King Promotions.  

Watanabe didn’t seem particularly well prepared for this fight.  I mean, his strategy appeared to be to willingly exchange blows with Bas.  It’s like, hello, no one has ever been able to match Bas in striking.  Watanabe got a few decent shots in, but took a vicious knee that bloodied his nose and put him down.  He was also put down by a shotei before being TKO’s by a shotei.  A really one-sided bout.  Watanabe is popular with the women, but his looks certainly weren’t as good by the end of this massacre.  After the match, Bas challenged Rickson Gracie to a fight.  Of course, this will never happen because Rickson would lose that one.  2:58.

Minoru Suzuki vs.  Yoshiki Takahashi.  Like Yamada, the toll of working this style has basically finished Suzuki, who was one of the greats in this style in the early days, off as a serious threat.  You could see right away that Suzuki was in for another long day because Takahashi is quicker and stronger.  Suzuki had little success at taking Takahashi down, and he couldn’t do much when they were standing either.  Thus, he took another hellacious beating in standup, including getting a bloody nose.  

Takahashi was able to clock Suzuki in the head at will with open hands to the point where it seemed like he felt sorry for Suzuki.  For long-time Suzuki fans, this had to be a really hard to watch. One of his big problems is all the blows he’s taken to the head, and it’s not like he’s never got a concussion before, so it was pretty scary seeing him basically unable to prevent them.  The thing about Suzuki, and also Funaki, is he has too much heart to quit even when there’s no chance he’ll win.  Thus, Takahashi had no choice but to turn up the heat once again and get some more knockdowns.  Luckily, when Takahashi was reigning blows and Suzuki just bent over unable to defend himself, the ref didn’t worry about Suzuki complaining (Suzuki had protested the ref giving him a standing 8 count earlier, perhaps because he did stay up after taking the roundhouse although he was really wobbly) and finally put him out of his misery. I’ve been saying this for two years, but even though he’s one of the only “name fighters” in Pancrase, Suzuki has to hang it up before he suffers a serious injury such as brain damage.  8:06

Masakatsu Funaki (#1) vs.  Semmy Schilt (#5).  Schilt is always dangerous because he is huge and knows how to use his size. The difference between this match and the two matches where Funaki was able to beat him is that Schilt was able to keep the match on their feet. Funaki has no chance if he’s unable to take Schilt down because he’s about a foot shorter.  All he could do was try to avoid the big blows, but he got put down twice for the TKO. As long as Schilt is able to knee people when they try to take him down, he’s practically going to be unstoppable.  Schilt took the #1 ranking, making him the top challenger to Guy Mezger, whom he beat in the most controversial stoppage of the Pancrase year back in June.  7:13 (7:06 aired).

King of Pancrase Title Match: Guy Mezger (7th King of Pancrase) vs.  Ryushi Yanagisawa (#3).  This was the typically dull Mezger match, although it was duller because Mezger was so dominant. Yanagisawa really didn’t have any business headlining this show because he’s not really a draw and he never been anything special in the ring as far as I’m concerned.  

Mezger had Yanagisawa in the corner, and Yanagisawa tried to knee his way out, but Mezger caught him with a short right hand for a knockdown.  Mezger went right back to muscling Yanagisawa into the corner and working from the inside. This negated Yanagisawa’s reach advantage. Once again, Mezger countered a knee lift with a good right, but this one wasn’t quite good enough to put Yanagisawa down. Yanagisawa got a cut on his forehead that bled steadily.  The blood was rolling toward his hair when Mezger had him on the mat, so it wasn’t hampering his performance in any way.

As usual, the match went the distance. Mezger would have won the decision by a landslide because Yanagisawa really had no offense, but he didn’t need the decision because he was ahead two points to none.  Both men showed a ton of stamina and fought hard, but it wasn’t all that interesting. 30:00

